LIGHT.
But they have been since observed to differ somewhat  t Chap, t
in their relative lengths in the spectrum, according to
the refracting medium.                    x
9.  These coloured rajs differ from each other in re-
flexibility and inflexibility, precisely as they do in re-
frangibility :  the red rays being least reflexible and in-
flexible, the violet most, and the rest according to their
order in the prismatic spectrum.
10.  Every one of these coloured rays is permanent;
not being affected nor altered by any number of refrac-
tions or reflections.
The properties of light now enumerated constitute
the object of the science called OPTICS. They prove,
in the most decisive manner, that light is attracted by .
other bodies ; and not only attracted, but attracted un-
equally. For combustible bodies, provided all other
things be equal, refract light more powerfully than other
foodies, and consequently attract light more powerfully.
But it is variation, in point of strength, which consti-
tutes the characteristic mark of chemical affinity. Hence
it follows that the attraction which subsists between
light and other bodies does not differ from chemical
affinity. The importance of this remark will be seen
hereafter.
11.  The rays of light differ in their power of illumi-
nating objects : For if an equal portion of each of these
rays, one after another, be made to illuminate a minute
object, a printed page for instance, it will not be seen
distinctly at the same distance when illuminated by
each.    We must stand nearest the object when it is il-
luminated by the violet: we see distinctly at a some-
what greater distance when the object is illuminated by
the indigo ray; at a greater when by the blue; at a still